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Discover the Path to a
Career in Pathology
Welcome to the world of Pathology, where dedicated professionals play a pivotal role in diagnosing
diseases, guiding treatment plans, and advancing medical knowledge. Pathologists are physicians who
specialize in the study of disease processes through the examination of tissues, organs, and bodily 
fluids. Delve into this brochure to explore the exciting career path of a Pathologist.

WHAT IS A PATHOLOGIST?

Pathologists are medical doctors who specialize in the study and diagnosis of
disease. They play a critical role in patient care by analyzing tissue samples,
blood specimens, and other biological fluids to identify the underlying causes
of illness. Pathologists work in various settings, including hospitals, 
laboratories, academic institutions, and research centers

START YOUR JOURNEY TODAY!

If you're passionate about solving medical mysteries, enjoy interdisciplinary collaboration, and have a keen eye for detail, a career as a Pathologist could be the perfect
fit for you. Explore medical school programs, gain hands-on experience through clinical rotations, and embark on the path to becoming a board-certified Pathologist.

For more information about careers in Pathology, visit the American Society for Clinical Pathology (ASCP) website or speak with a career advisor today.

Join the ranks of medical detectives and become a Pathologist – where every diagnosis brings clarity and hope!

RESPONSIBILITIES OF A PATHOLOGIST:

•   Diagnosis: Pathologists interpret laboratory results, imaging studies, and
clinical data to make accurate diagnoses and provide clinicians with 
essential information for patient management.

•   Consultation: Pathologists collaborate with other healthcare professionals,
including physicians, surgeons, and radiologists, to discuss patient cases,
interpret test results, and formulate treatment plans.

•   Research: Pathologists conduct research to advance our understanding 
of disease mechanisms, develop new diagnostic tests and treatments, 
and improve patient outcomes.

•   Education: Pathologists teach medical students, residents, and fellows about
pathology principles, laboratory techniques, and diagnostic interpretation.

SPECIALTIES IN PATHOLOGY:

•   Anatomic Pathology: Anatomic Pathologists focus on the examination 
of tissues and organs to diagnose diseases such as cancer, infections, 
and autoimmune disorders. They analyze tissue samples obtained from 
biopsies, surgeries, and autopsies to provide accurate diagnostic information.

•   Clinical Pathology: Clinical Pathologists specialize in the analysis of bodily
fluids, such as blood, urine, and cerebrospinal fluid. They perform 
laboratory tests to diagnose and monitor diseases, including hematology,
microbiology, immunology, and clinical chemistry.

•   Forensic Pathology: Forensic Pathologists investigate the cause and 
manner of death in cases of sudden, unexpected, or suspicious deaths.
They perform autopsies, collect evidence, and collaborate with law 
enforcement agencies to determine the circumstances surrounding deaths.

WHY CHOOSE A CAREER AS A PATHOLOGIST?

•   Intellectual Challenge: Pathology offers intellectually stimulating work,
with opportunities to solve complex diagnostic puzzles and contribute to
medical research and education.

•   Patient Impact: Pathologists play a crucial role in patient care, providing 
accurate diagnoses that guide treatment decisions and improve patient
outcomes.

•   Diverse Opportunities: Pathology offers a wide range of career paths and
subspecialty areas, allowing Pathologists to pursue their interests and 
passions within the field.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING:

Becoming a Pathologist typically involves the following steps:

•   Medical School: Pathologists begin their journey by earning a medical 
degree (MD) or doctor of osteopathic medicine (DO) from an accredited
medical school.

•   Residency Training: After medical school, aspiring Pathologists complete 
a residency training program in either Anatomic Pathology, Clinical 
Pathology, or a combined Anatomic and Clinical Pathology residency.

•   Fellowship: Some Pathologists choose to pursue additional fellowship 
training in subspecialty areas such as surgical pathology, hematopathology,
cytopathology, forensic pathology, or molecular pathology.

•   Board Certification: Pathologists become board-certified by passing the
certification exams administered by the American Board of Pathology
(ABP) or other certifying organizations.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES:

Pathologists work in various settings, including:

•   Hospitals                                               •   Government agencies

•   Academic medical centers                •   Pharmaceutical companies

•   Private laboratories                             •   Forensic laboratories


